
Rotavirus Awareness Survey

FACT SHEET
Based on a national survey conducted in March 2007 by Ipsos Insight Health of 822 Canadian mothers between the age of

20 and 45 years with at least one child below the age of 3, for whom they are the primary caregiver. The survey results are

considered accurate to within ±3.4 percentage points, 19 times out of 20.

MMootthheerrss  ooff  YYoouunngg  CChhiillddrreenn  LLaacckk
AAwwaarreenneessss  ooff  RRoottaavviirruuss

• More than half (52 percent) of the mothers surveyed
had never heard of rotavirus and 28 percent were
not familiar or not at all familiar with it.

• Less than one in three mothers (29 percent)
consider rotavirus very serious.
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CCaannaaddiiaann  IInnssttiittuuttee  ooff
CChhiilldd  HHeeaalltthh

EEvveenn  MMootthheerrss  FFaammiilliiaarr  wwiitthh  RRoottaavviirruuss
HHaavvee  KKnnoowwlleeddggee  GGaappss
Of those mothers who had heard of rotavirus (48% of all
respondents) many were unaware of important facts
about rotavirus: 

• 56 percent did not know/did not believe that
rotavirus is the most common cause of diarrhea in
young children.

• 69 percent did not know/did not believe that nearly
all children will become infected by the time they
enter kindergarten.

RRoottaavviirruuss  iiss  uunnddeerr-ddiiaaggnnoosseedd  iinn  CCaannaaddaa  aanndd  hhaass  aann  iimmppaacctt  oonn  tthhee  CCaannaaddiiaann  hheeaalltthhccaarree  ssyysstteemm
• 36 percent of mothers surveyed said that at least one of their children under 3 years of age had experienced 5 or more

episodes of profuse watery diarrhea in one day.

• 10 percent reported having a child less than 3 years of age who had been diagnosed with rotavirus.

• 10 percent of mothers had a child less than 3 years of age who had to visit a doctor for severe diarrhea and 5 percent had a
child under 3 who was hospitalized because of it.

HHOOWW  MMUUCCHH  HHAAVVEE  MMOOTTHHEERRSS
HHEEAARRDD  AABBOOUUTT  RROOTTAAVVIIRRUUSS??

MMoosstt  MMootthheerrss  AAggrreeee  oonn  SSeerriioouussnneessss  ooff
PPootteennttiiaall  SSyymmppttoommss
A majority of respondents rated the potential
symptoms of rotavirus as some of the most serious
that could affect their child:

• 96 percent of mothers surveyed thought severe
diarrhea was serious or very serious.

• 97 percent thought forceful vomiting was
serious or very serious.

• More than 9 out of 10 (94 percent) said that
fever is a serious or very serious symptom.

HHOOWW  SSEERRIIOOUUSS  AARREE  TTHHEESSEE  SSYYMMPPTTOOMMSS??

TTRRUUEE  OORR  FFAALLSSEE::  NNEEAARRLLYY  AALLLL  CCHHIILLDDRREENN  WWIILLLL  BBEECCOOMMEE  IINNFFEECCTTEEDD
WWIITTHH  RROOTTAAVVIIRRUUSS  BBYY  TTHHEE  TTIIMMEE  TTHHEEYY  EENNTTEERR  KKIINNDDEERRGGAARRTTEENN::
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